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achieved 20 or more years of creditable
military service.

(iii) Copy of divorce decree with offi-
cial date.

(5) Abused depdendents must include:
(i) Full name, social security num-

ber, grade or rate, branch or service,
and date and type of discharge or dis-
missal of the former member. Such a
member must have received a dishon-
orable or bad-conduct discharge or dis-
missal from a uniformed service as a
result of court-martial conviction for
an offense involving abuse of a depend-
ent of the member.

(ii) Full names, social security num-
bers (if assigned), and relationship to
the former member of any dependent in
need of medical or dental care to treat
adverse health conditions resulting
from such dependent’s knowledge of
the abuse or any injury or illness suf-
fered by the abused person as a result
of such abuse.

(c) Blanket designation. (1) The Sec-
retary of Defense has granted Secretar-
ial designee status to full-time Sched-
ule ‘‘A’’ faculty members of the Uni-
formed Services University of Health
Sciences (USUHS). They have been pro-
vided documentation substantiating
their eligibility and, where necessary,
an eligibility termination date. These
personnel are authorized routine care
at the Naval Hospital, Bethesda, MD.
At other naval MTFs, only emergency
treatment is authorized while they are
traveling on official university busi-
ness. The letter of authorization ex-
cludes routine dental care, prosthetic
appliances, and spectacles.

(2) The following officials within the
Government, the Department of De-
fense, and military departments have
been granted blanket Secretarial des-
ignation for medical and emergency
dental care in naval MTFs in the Unit-
ed States:

(i) The President.
(ii) The Vice President.
(iii) Members of the Cabinet.
(iv) Article III Federal Judges.
(v) U.S. Court of Military Appeals

Judges.
(vi) Members of Congress.
(vii) The Secretary, Deputy Sec-

retary, and the Assistant Secretaries of
Defense.

(viii) The Under Secretary of Defense
for Policy.

(ix) The Under Secretary of Defense
for Research and Engineering.

(x) The Secretaries, Under Secretar-
ies, and the Assistant Secretaries of
the Military Departments.

(d) Authorization. Designees will
present a signed letter bearing the let-
terhead of the designating service. Sec-
retarial designees are not included in
the DEERS data base and may not pos-
sess Government identification cards.
Therefore, the only proof of their eligi-
bility for treatment may be the letter
of authorization. When a Secretarial
designee presents for treatment:

(1) Ask for identification of the indi-
vidual presenting the letter of author-
ization to assure that the person seek-
ing care is the individual to whom the
letter was issued.

(2) Check the expiration date on the
letter of authorization. Many author-
izations are issued for only a specified
period of time, e.g., abused depend-
ents—no longer than 1 year.

(3) Check to assure that the individ-
ual is applying for care authorized by
the letter of authorization. Designa-
tion is often granted for a specific diag-
nosis or specific mode of treatment.

(4) Check to assure that the individ-
ual has not been designated for care
only as specific facility. Many author-
izations are granted for conditions or
for care that can be rendered only by a
specified physician or under a specific
program.

(5) Place a copy of the letter of au-
thorization in the individual’s Health
Record or outpatient treatment record
on the left side at the first visit or ad-
mission.

(e) Charges and collection. (1) Inter-
agency rates are applicable for inpa-
tient and outpatient care provided out-
side the National Capital Region to all
individuals listed in paragraph (c)(2) of
this section with the exception of
Members of Congress. Charges are at
full reimbursement rates for Members
of Congress provided inpatient or out-
patient care outside the National Cap-
ital Region.

(2) In the National Capital Region:
(i) Charges are waived for outpatient

care provided to all categories listed in
paragraph (c)(2) of this section.
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